
M.V.MUTHIAH GOVT.ARTS COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, DINDIGUL. 

DEPARTMENT OF ZOOLOGY 

TOUR REPORT 

(2013 -2014) 

Student’s life is enjoyable and particularly they are very delightful when they go for 

tour rather than regular classes. Every year the Department of zoology has been organizing an 

Educational tour program. This year also a tour was organized for the entire students of 

zoology department on 26th and 27th of September, 2013. 

Golden Temple of Vellore:   

We boarded at Dindigul on 25.09.2013 at 11.30 pm. First we planned to visit the 

golden temple. Hence we proceeded towards Vellore where the golden temple is situated. 

The golden temple of 'Sripuram' is a spiritual park situated at the foot of a small range of 

green hills in the city of Vellore, where we worshipped the Goddess Lakshmi Narayani.   

Sripuram is designed as a  “star-shaped path”(Sri chakra), positioned in the middle of the 

lush green landscape, with a length of over 1.8 km. Devotees praise  the temple as 'one of the 

wonders of the world' and say that it is the only temple in Tamil Nadu covered fully with 

gold. 

After we worshipped the goddess Sri Lakshmi Narayani in the Golden Temple, We 

admired the beauty of the garden which is shaped like a “star” and seems to be very 

attractive and neat.  It is marvelous to enjoy the beauty of the entire panorama of the temple 

which is totally built-up at the centre of water body.  

Thiruvanamalai Temple Tower: 

After we enjoyed the beauty of this temple we started our journey towards 

Tiruvannamalai around 2.30pm and reached here around 4.30 pm. Annamalaiyar Temple is 

located at the base of Annamalai hills in the town of Thiruvannamalai. This temple is 

dedicated to the deity Shiva.  Shiva is worshiped as Annamalaiyar or Arunachaleswarar, and 

is represented by the lingam, with his idol referred to as Agni lingam. 

We worshipped Lord Siva and we wondered particularly on seeing the towers of the 

temple which attracts people all over India towards it.  In the evening around 6.30pm we 

went for “Girivalam” which quietens our body and mind. The famous Karthigai Deepam 

festival is celebrated during the day of the full moon between November and December, and 

a huge beacon is lit at the top of the hill. On the day preceding each full moon, pilgrims 

circumnavigate the temple base and the Annamalai hills in a worship called Girivalam, a 

practice carried out by one million pilgrims yearly.  

Chidambaram Nataraja Temple: 

In the next day on 27th in the early hours around 6.30am we reached in all Thillai 

Natarajah Temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva located in the town of Chidambaram.  The 

temple is referred as Bhooloka Kailasam, or Kailasamdevotional literature. Lord Shiva is 
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captured in pose as Nataraja performing the Ananda Tandava ("Dance of Delight") in the 

golden hall of the shrine Pon Ambalam. The sculptures of Chidambaram inspired the 

postures of Bharatha Natyam. The Chidambaram complex is admired for its five famous 

halls (ambalam or sabhai), where we worshipped the Lord Nataraja.  Around 8.30 am we 

reached Thillai Kali temple  and got the showers of blessings from the goddess Kali. 

Pichavaram: 

In the morning at 11.30 am we reached Pichavaram which is located at a distance of 

16-km from Chidambaram and 75-km to the south from Pondicherry. It ranks among the 

most exquisite scenic spot with abundant and varied tourism resources. In India Pitchavaram 

is the only tourism resource with mangrove forest. The Pitchavaram mangroves are 

considered among the healthiest mangrove occurrence in the world. 

The area is about 2800 acres and is separated from the sea by a sand bar, which is a 

patch of extraordinary loveliness. To a botanist, the presence of nearly 20 species of 

mangrove plants and rare species like Avicennia and Rhizophora bring a special attraction; 

to a zoologist, no doubt, the sight of numerous birds like Water snipes, Cormorants, Egrets, 

Storks, Herons, Spoonbills and Pelicans, fishes, prawns and crabs holds great interest. 

Pichavaram can be visited at any time of the year. It is great for boating, mangrove watching, 

bird watching, with a picturesque island thrown in. 

 

Most amazing is the mangrove plant itself, growing in a few feet of shallow water, yet 

able to withstand the constant ebb and flow of tidal water with the aid of its aerial roots that 

also enable it to absorb oxygen from the air. One of the earliest eco-systems of the world, 

mangroves fascinate wherever they occur. 

 

Mangrove trees at pichavaram, act as a nursery for a variety of fin fishes and shell 

fishes. They also effectively demonstrated their role as a bio-shield in the recent tsunami; 

there was no loss of life in communities living next to the mangroves. 

It’s another world out here, where the tidal backwaters mix with fresh river water 

from the Vellar and the Coleroon to create a unique estuarine ecosystem and some of the 

most amazing and adaptable life forms. 

We heard the talk of Mr. Aadavan who is the forest office staff cum guide in 

pitchavaram. Then we highly enjoyed boating too.  It was the most joyful and memorable 

time during our trip. 

Annamalai University: 

Around 2.00 pm we reached to the well renowned Annamalai University where we 

learned a lot about fisheries.  

 Chidambaram marine biology centre of Annamalai University is the First 

Indian Marine Research Centre.  

 Fish are aquatic vertebrates that live in the sea and fresh water. Most fish have 

highly developed senses with excellent taste, smell and colour vision. They 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ananda_Tandava
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bharatha_Natyam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thillai_Kali_Temple,_Chidambaram


also have a ‘lateral line system’ of receptors that can detect the motion of 

currents, nearby fish and prey. 

 Prof. Dr. Ananda Raman explained the course and ongoing projects of marine 

biology centre, important species of ocean, Economical importance of sea and 

sea animals/organisms. 

 In this research centre, they are cultivating mangrove forest with 13 

Rhizophora Families, Brackish water fishes like Asian sea bass, Brown 

spotted white prawn, Banana prawn, Red tail prawn, etc. 

 In the same place we highly enjoyed the museum with a vast varieties of 

species of biological interest especially, a crab with 3 eyes called “Sivan 

Nandu”,  a crab with cross at the dorsal side called “Christian crab”, a fish 

with a “Urudh letters” at its posterior end called “Muslim fish” which shows 

unity in diversity. 

 The species raised in the research fish farms include salmon, trout, cod, carp, 

cat fish, sea bass, tilapia and others.  Today the vast majority of Atlantic 

salmon and rainbow trout are formed intensively in fish farms.  Fish in fish 

farms are reared in large numbers in densely stocked tanks or enclosures in 

rivers, lakes or at sea in sea-cages.  Interestingly we enjoyed seeing the 

Scorpio fish, corals and many ornamental fishes. 

 In addition to that we got an idea of different kinds of research equipments 

and operating techniques.    

Tanjore Brihadeeswara Temple: 

During at night hours around 9.00 pm we reached the Peruvudaiyar Kovil, also 

known as Brihadeeswara Temple, RajaRajeswara Temple and Rajarajeswaram at 

Thanjavur, dedicated to Shiva.  

This is the largest temple in India and one of India's most prized architectural sites. 

The Kumbam (Kalasha or Chikharam) (apex or the bulbous structure on the top) of the 

temple is carved out of a single stone and it weighs around 80 tons. There is a big statue of 

Nandi (sacred bull), carved out of a single rock, at the entrance measuring about 16 feet long 

and 13 feet high. 

The entire temple structure is made out of granite, the nearest sources of which are 

close to Tiruchchirapalli, about 60 km to the west of Thanjavur, also popularly known as the 

‘Big Temple'. Here we worshipped the lord Siva and the Nandhi. 

After that with full of joyful memories we arrived Dindigul safely. 

                      _____________________________________________ 
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